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Great River Energy — 2008 in Review
totaled more than 9.6 million kilowatt-
hours. GRE and its members were also 
the first to offer CFL recycling in Min-
nesota, with free collection of expired 
CFLs at Menards locations throughout 
the state.

Great River Energy’s focus on the 
environment was recognized in the fall 
as the organization received a Tekne 
Award in the “Green Company” cat-
egory. The award is given annually by 
the Minnesota High Tech Association 
to recognize a Minnesota company that 
embraces sustainability and environ-
mentally sound practices.

Matching transmission to demand

Great River Energy continually in-
vests in improvements to its transmis-
sion system to better serve members’ 
needs. GRE is also one of 11 utilities in 
the region proposing the first major up-
grade of the electric transmission infra-

structure in more than 25 years. Known 
as CapX2020 (Capacity Expansion by 
2020), the project will ensure continued 
reliable service to 2020 and beyond. 

Planning studies show that customer 
demand for electricity will increase by 
4,000 to 6,000 megawatts by 2020—
more than the present system has the 
capacity to deliver. New transmission 
lines proposed by CapX2020 will be 
built in phases designed to meet the 
growth in electricity demand, as well as 
to tap into vast wind energy resources 
in the southern and western parts of 
Minnesota and the Dakotas.

GRE also enhances the transmission 
system in ways other than just adding 
lines. A major project completed this 
year installed a wireless broadband net-
work throughout GRE’s service area. 
With customers throughout the state, 
an effective communications network 
allows GRE to provide more reliable 
service and respond faster to problems 
with the transmission system.

member connection
Emma Hellevik   

named Steele-Waseca 
Youth Tour delegate

Emma Hellevik 
of rural Medford 

has been awarded the 
2009 Youth Tour for 
an all-expense paid 
trip to Washington, 
D.C., June 13-18.

Emma, the daugh-
ter of Brian and Amy 
Hellevik, was selected 
from a panel of judg-
es, who evaluated six 
entries. 

The judges evaluated two essay ques-
tions on why the applicant wished to be 
Steele-Waseca’s delegate for the Youth 
Tour, and what commitment to com-
munity meant to them. The applications 
were also evaluated for completeness, 
composition, neatness, ability to com-
municate, and participation in school and 
community activities. 

“This opportunity could open many 
new doors for my future,” wrote Emma 
in her essay. “I would hope to learn more 
about our country’s government, gain 
even more leadership skills, and also 
meet some new people along the way.”

During her visit to Washington, D.C., 
Emma will be joining other delegates 
from Minnesota and across the nation. 
She’ll learn about the rural electric pro-
gram on a local, state and national lev-
el, meet with state representatives and 
senators, and tour historical sites in and 
around our nation’s capital. 

Emma is presently completing her 
sophomore year at Medford High School. 
For the past two years, as a member of 
the Medford Student Council, Emma 
chaired a Halloween Carnival for chil-
dren, with proceeds going to the Steele 
County Food Shelf. 

Emma’s other school activities include 
softball, musicals, FFA, BPA, Big Broth-
ers/Big Sisters, Outdoor/Adventure Club 
and Girl’s Fitness Club.  

Hellevik is also active in her church 
through vocal and hand bell choir, where 
she has been a vocal soloist at weddings, 
funerals and other special events. 

Emma’s work experience includes 
Hein’s Sweet Corn, Christ the King 
Church office assistant, and babysitting.

Steele-Waseca wishes to congratulate 
Emma for being named this year’s 

delegate and is proud to have her repre-
senting the co-op in Washington, D.C.

Emma Hellevik
2009 Youth Tour

delegate

ACRE presentation on agenda for Annual Meeting
Cooperative members attending Steele-

Waseca’s Annual Meeting June 2, will 
have an opportunity to learn about the 
work of ACRE (Action Committee for Ru-
ral Electrification). 

A display booth regarding ACRE will 
provide information prior to this year’s 
Annual Meeting. In addition, a presenta-
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tion will be made prior to the start of the 11 
a.m. business meeting. 

Membership to ACRE is part of a volun-
tary effort – nationwide – that is considered 
vital to the healthy future of rural electric 
co-ops throughout the U.S. 

Steele-Waseca’s newest ACRE members 
include the following: 

Roger Busho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      Owatonna
Loren Krause . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Owatonna
Todd/Sarah Stencel . . . . . . . . . . . .  Waseca

For those wishing to join ACRE, look for 
a form available at the Annual Meeting, 

or call Debbie Eby at 507-451-7340 or toll-
free at 1-800-526-3514 and request that an 
ACRE form be mailed to you.

The year that was

GRE went through many organiza-
tional changes in 2008. The company 
headquarters moved from its long-time 
location in Elk River, Minn., to its new 
home in Maple Grove, Minn. It also 
welcomed new leadership on its board 
of directors as Don Holl of Connexus 
Energy replaced Henry Hanson of No-
bles Cooperative Electric as chair.

On May 1, GRE made its second is-
suance of capital markets debt since 
parting from the Rural Utilities Service 
program in July 2007. This $400 mil-
lion of new debt is being used for capi-
tal projects.

The past year brought many changes 
to the industry and Great River En-

ergy, however, with the commitment of 
its employees and membership, the or-
ganization looks forward to a success-
ful 2009.

GRE connection
Great River Energy announces load control schedule for this summer
St e e l e - Wa s e c a 

C o o p e r a t i v e 
Electric’s energy 
supplier, Great River 
Energy (GRE), has 
announced the sum-
mer load manage-
ment plan for 2009 
will take effect on 
Monday, June 1, and 
continue through 
Aug. 31. 

The anticipated number of hours be-
ing controlled this summer is featured 
in the table to the right. 

For customers on the Interruptible 
Air Conditioning program (formerly 
Cycled Air Conditioning), the controls 
will be limited to six hours a day, when 
conditions like weather or critical peak 
pricing periods exist. 

If you are on the Interruptible Water 
Heating program (formerly Peak Shave 
Water Heating), customers on the four-
hour program will have their water heat-
ers controlled from 5 p.m.-9 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. 

Customers on the eight-hour program 
will have their water heaters controlled 
from 4 p.m.-10 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, with additional load control pe-
riods during times of critical peak pric-

ing. 62900
Interruptible Commercial and Indus-

trial program customers will be con-
trolled a maximum of 10 hours a day, 
or six hours a day without genset, when 
critical peak pricing periods exist. 

Interruptible Irrigation program cus-

tomers will be controlled a maximum of 
four hours a day from 4 p.m.-8 p.m., or 
expected GRE billing peak hour. 

If you have questions regarding your 
particular load control program, 

please call Steele-Waseca during regu-
lar business hours.       

Climate change policy hits your pocketbook
Congress and the federal government are 

focused on prioritizing climate change 
policy. 

Given the long list of environmental im-
pacts and expensive solutions, any action 
taken to address the issue will certainly in-
crease the cost of electricity we use every-
day. 

Climate change proposals seek to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases, carbon diox-
ide in particular. In the United States, power 
plants that burn fossil fuels produce about 
2.4 billion tons of carbon dioxide every year. 
That works out to about 39 percent of the 
nation’s man-made output of the gas—the 
largest single source. 

Electric cooperatives are involved in cut-
ting edge work to develop new technolo-
gies to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
from power plants, but those options aren’t 
yet ready for prime time. They’re limited, 
largely untested, and expensive. Yet poten-
tial legislation would rely on them to make 
significant carbon dioxide cuts nationwide.

A key committee in the U.S. House of 
Representatives has announced plans to 
consider a climate change bill by this sum-
mer, one that may for the first time classify 
carbon dioxide as a pollutant and impose a 
cap-and-trade tax to limit carbon emissions. 

Cap-and-trade systems work by setting 
a specific limit on airborne pollutants from 
sources like power plants, factories, and re-
fineries, and require those sources to account 
for all emissions with issued allowances. 

Cap-and-trade has worked well during 
the past 15 years to reduce emissions of acid 
rain-causing sulfur dioxide nationwide and 
over the last decade to curb smog-creating 
nitrogen oxides in the eastern half of the 
country. However, some cap-and-trade tax 
proposals for carbon dioxide contain a new 
twist: pricey allowances.

Allowances would be auctioned off at 
undetermined prices, leading to huge cost 

burdens for any source of carbon dioxide 
emissions. In the case of power plants, those 
costs would ultimately be passed on to con-
sumers using the power, in some cases add-
ing $50 or more to electric bills each month. 
In late February, the Obama Administration 
pointed to such a system as a new, substan-
tial source of revenue for the federal govern-
ment—effectively muddying the initial en-
vironmental argument for regulating carbon 
dioxide.

Such a backdoor tax increase would force 
electric cooperatives to essentially become 
tax collectors for the federal government, 
and allow Wall Street investors to set allow-
ance prices and determine how much you 
pay for electricity.

We need to help Congress draft an energy 
solution that accomplishes environmental 
goals while taking affordability into ac-
count. But time may be tight: if Congress 
fails to act, the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency stands ready to step in, leaving 
decisions that affect consumers’ pocket-
books up to unelected bureaucrats.

Electric cooperatives want to work with 
Congress to address climate change in an 
affordable and environmentally responsible 
fashion. We’re ready to provide insight into 
how various policy proposals will impact 
consumers, and urge lawmakers to reach the 
right answers.

National energy and climate change poli-
cy must focus on reducing emissions, not on 
“revenue enhancement” for federal govern-
ment. And Congress should take the lead on 
climate change, not regulators or Wall Street 
speculators.

In unity with 42 million other electric co-
ops consumers around the country, urge 

your U.S. representative and senators to 
work with electric cooperatives to keep elec-
tric bills affordable. 
Courtesy: National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA)
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