
• National Radon Action Month
• National Glaucoma Awareness 
Month
•   National Poverty in America 
Awareness Month
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New Year’s Day 21266 
SWCE office closed
Amelia Earhart Day
SWCE wind, solar and 
conservation seminar at 
Medford School auditorium
Ben Franklin’s birthday
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Christa McAuliffe Day

(WMA increase continued on Page 7)

Washington, D.C. Youth Tour 2010 — June 12-17
Theme for 2010 — Commitment to Community

Name ______________________________________ M or F ____ Phone _________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________
                                street                                              city                state         zip                   county

E-mail address __________________________Parent(s) or Guardian(s) __________________________

I am currently a high school _____ sophomore  _______ junior at ________________________________

Parent/Guardian consent: I/we hereby give my/our dependent high school sophomore/junior permission to 
enter the Rural Electric Washington, D.C. Youth Tour 2010 Contest. I/we understand if he/she wins, I/we will 
be responsible for providing his/her own transportation to and from the Minneapolis/St. Paul International 
Airport.

Name(s)____________________________________________ SWCE account # ___________________

member connection

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Elec-
tric is accepting applications from 

eligible high school sophomores or 
juniors, for an all-expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C., for the 2010 Youth 
Tour, June 12-17. 

The tour is coordinated through the 
Minnesota Rural Electric Association 
(MREA) with participating coopera-
tives sponsoring a member student to 
travel to Washington, D.C., to learn 
about cooperatives and our govern-
ment, tour historical sites, and have 
fun meeting new friends from Minne-
sota and other participants from across 
the nation.

To be eligible, the entrant must meet 
the following requirements: 

1. The entrant is currently a high 
school sophomore or junior, and, 
his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) are 
a Steele-Waseca member. Depen-
dents of Steele-Waseca employees 
or directors are not eligible to par-
ticipate.
2. All entries must include: a) 
the completed application form 
below; b) answers to both essay 
questions typed on an 8.5” x 11” 
sheet of paper; c) entrant’s school 
and community information typed 
on a separate sheet of paper; and 
d) two letters of recommendation 
(one from an instructor, counselor 
or administrator, and the other 
from a church or community lead-
er).

Steele-Waseca board to 
consider wholesale mar-
ket adjustment increase

✁

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

Capital credit refund
Please check this month’s billing 
statement for your 2009 capital 
credit refund. If you have any 
questions regarding your refund, 
please call Kathy Friedrichs at 
Steele-Waseca.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

SWCE continuing schol-
arship tradition in ’10 

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric 
(SWCE) will be presenting schol-

arships to qualified high school seniors 
graduating in 2010. 

One $500 scholarship will be award-
ed at each participating school. Schol-
arship eligibility criteria required by 
Steele-Waseca includes: 

1. Applicants must currently be 
high school seniors, who will be 
continuing their education on a 
full-time basis at a two- or four-
year technical school or college. 
2. Applicants must be dependents 
of a Steele-Waseca member.

Each school will be responsible for 
administering any other eligibility re-
quirements and selecting the scholar-
ship recipient. 

All eligible high school seniors 
should contact their guidance 

counselor or scholarship administrator 
for more information. 

Steele-Waseca accepting student applications for Youth Tour to Washington D.C.
3. Return entries to: Steele-Wase-
ca Cooperative Electric, c/o Youth 
Tour 2010, PO Box 485, Owa-
tonna, MN 55060. Entries must be 
received in Steele-Waseca’s office 
on or before March 5, 2010. The 
Youth Tour recipient will be noti-
fied by March 26, 2010. 

Each entry will be evaluated by a 
panel of judges for: 

• completeness
• composition
• neatness
• ability to communicate
• school and community activities

Essay Questions: 

1. Why would you like to be Steele-
Waseca’s delegate to Youth Tour 2010? 
What do you hope to gain from the 
experience? Answer in 150 words or 
less.

2. Write a short essay on what commit-
ment to community means to you. In-
clude how you contribute to your com-
munity. Answer in 300 words or less. 

School and Community Informa-
tion (use a separate sheet of paper to 
list the following):

• All school activities – include letters 
and honors earned, positions held, etc.

• All community activities – include 
all church, community service and po-
sitions held. 

• Work experience and any other infor-
mation.

Emma Hellevik of Medford (pictured far right on 
third step from bottom) was selected Steele-Wase-
ca’s Youth Tour delegate in 2009.

With Steele-Waseca Cooperative 
Electric’s wholesale energy pro-

vider, Great River Energy (GRE), in-
creasing their energy charges, Steele-
Waseca, pending board of director 
approval, will implement a wholesale 
market adjustment (WMA) increase 
with the bills coming in late January 
2010. 

Presently, Steele-Waseca’s WMA is 
$0.00948 per kilowatt hour (kWh). If 
approved, the new WMA rate will be 
$0.01028 per kWh. The increase will 
be an additional $0.80 per 1,000 kWh 
used. 

The GRE board of directors at their 
November meeting approved their 
2010 budget, which included an in-
crease of 2.3 percent to the average 
wholesale power rate. 

Given rate trends of recent years and 
the current economic climate, member 
cooperatives asked for relief in 2010. 
GRE in early 2009 had forecasted a 
10.7 percent rate increase in the aver-
age wholesale power rate for 2010.

In response to the members’ request, 
GRE reduced spending and reconsid-
ered many aspects of its finances to 
mitigate the increase. 

One way GRE is limiting its costs is 
by delaying the in-service date of proj-
ects and postponing new infrastructure 
investments. Other measures, such as 
a hiring freeze (except for replacing 
business-critical positions) and reduc-
tions to operations and maintenance 
costs led to the eventual 2.3 percent 
increase. 

“As an organization, we’re working 
to find ways to manage expected rate 
increases,” said GRE Vice President 
and CFO Larry Schmid. “These cost-
cutting measures help provide neces-

Wind, solar and conser-
vation seminar being 
held in Medford
Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric 

is conducting their second annual 
wind, solar and conservation seminar 
for its members on Wednesday, Jan. 
13, 2010. 

The seminar will be held from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. in the Medford Public 
School auditorium. No preregistration 
is required. 

Steele-Waseca staff will cover how 
you can interconnect a renewable en-
ergy system under 40 kilowatts (kW) 
to the cooperative’s distribution grid. 
The presentation will also include in-
formation on government programs 
and realistic payback calculations.

(SWCE seminar continued on Page 7)
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